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Principal’ Word

Dear RCLS family members,

Our News editor, Edie Chung, just sent me an email to remind me of writing a message for
this month's newsletter. "What? It's time for another one?" I flabbergasted. And the
Fact says, "You bet! The Christmas will come as quickly as your tomorrow!” As the
semester is winding down and I'm counting the blessings I have received during the past
12 weeks at RCLS, I want to thank all students, parents, teachers, staff, and BoD for
helping me keeping our family running smoothly. Meanwhile, I'm so grateful to be able to
work closely with BoD to incorporate two additional elements into our future curriculum:
(1) Hanyu Pinyin, and (2) AP Chinese test preparation class.

As we are sorting out the details and pave the road for implementation, we are to conduct
a "Hanyu Pinyin training” for all teachers this Saturday (12/1). Moreover, we also prepare
to offer two additional trainings, one for parents and one for teachers (again), during the
next (Spring of 2008) semester.

In case you aren't quite familiar with Hanyu Pinyin, allow me to make a brief introduction.
Hanyu Pinyin is an extremely convenient and efficient “input method” (much easier and
faster than our Zhuyin input method) for writing Chinese characters, be it traditional or
simplified. Thus it has become the de facto tool for Chinese learning/communication
around the world. With that in mind, it is our responsibility to equip our next generation
with this "additional” fool fo enable them to be on par with the rest of the world.

Please note that Hanyu Pinyin has NOTHING to do with the simplified characters. We
use Hanyu Pinyin to write our traditional characters! It will save both your time and your
children's time. Your children would love this speedy tool, too!

Happy learning Chinese!

Sincerely,

Jenwei Kuo

NCRCLS Principal
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Please remember to register the courses for
next semester (Spring 2008), starting from 12/8!
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¢ < AP &_# E-?/What is AP Chinese?

What is the Advanced Placement Program® (AP®)?

In 2003, more than one million high school students participated in the College Board’s
Advanced Placement Program (AP), each student taking one or more of the Program’s 34
college-level AP courses. Based on their performance on the rigorous end-of-course AP
Examinations, students earn credit or advanced placement for college, or both, and
demonstrate their ability to succeed in college-level studies. The tremendous growth in AP
participation attests to a strong commitment from educators and students to elevating the
standards in America’s classrooms. AP Chinese will be offered beginning in the 2006-07
school year.

How will the AP Chinese course and exam be developed?

An AP Chinese Task Force will be formed and charged with creating an outline for the
course and drafting the exam specifications. An AP Chinese Development Committee will
then be formed to refine the course outline, finalize the exam specifications, write the AP
Chinese Course Description, begin the writing of exam questions, and assemble the first
forms of the exam.

What will be taught and assessed in AP Chinese?
The AP Chinese Exam will assess the reading, writing, and speaking of Mandarin; the
study of Chinese culture will be an integral part of the course.

When will the first AP Chinese course be offered?
Fall 2006.

When will the first administration of the AP Chinese Examination take place?
May 2007.

What level of Chinese language ability and what aspects of Chinese culture will be
taught in the AP Chinese course and assessed in the AP Chinese Exam?

The current AP courses and exams in Spanish, French, and German represent the
equivalent of third year college study of the language, and AP Chinese may be targeted at
this level as well. The AP Chinese course and exam will incorporate Chinese cultural
information within the teaching of reading, writing, and speaking the language. The AP
Chinese Task Force will convene in early 2004 to define and describe the parameters of
the course and exam, in preparation for the release of the official AP Chinese Course
Description (which will answer these questions more fully by providing an overview of the
course and exam, including sample exam questions) in 2005.

To find out more on Chinese AP, please refer to web site: apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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AP /?'J e ’Fﬁﬁ‘% 2 /AP Mock Exam B f 3R] 02/2007)

Section1 : Multiple Choice (Reading)

Note: In this part of the exam, the student may move back and forth among all

the questions.

Directions: You will read several selections in Chinese. Each selection 1is
accompanied by a number of questions in English. For each question, choose the

response that is best according to the selection.
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SectionIl : Free Response (Writing)
Note: In this part of the exam, the student may not move back and forth among
questions.
Directions: You will be asked to write in Chinese in a variety of ways. In each
case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and to a specific
person. You should write in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner
as possible, taking into account the purpose and the person described.
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SectionIl : Free Response (Speaking)
Directions: You will participate in a conversation. Each time it is your turn to
speak, you will have 20 seconds to record. You should respond as fully and as
appropriately as possible.
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Conversation
You will have a conversation with. Wang Laoshi, an interviewer, about you---.
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